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• •• - 'Moroccan -Respanse to Bombing Shows Deep Commitment to 

ytfa^rsifiigfcqri, gfg<May 6>T-The lead suspect arrested by Morocco in its ongoing investigation of the deadly 
Aprjl28 terrorist bombing in .f^arrakesh . has been linked to al-Qaeda, according to a report bv Morocco's 
Interion Ministry^ The terrorist bombing at Cafe Argana in Marrakesh's central square killed 17 people — 
most of them Europeans— and injured 20. 

World leaders, including UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, US Secretary. of State Hillary Clinton, and 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy have condemned the bombing. . Morocco . has won praise for its 
thoroughness and restraint in investigating the bombing. 

Three Moroccan suspects were arrested in Safi, 220 miles south of Casablanca. The lead suspect, who was 
"linked to Al-Qaeda," had "made two explosive devices, which , were triggered from a distance" bv mobile 
phone, said the Interior Ministry.. He "chose the Argana cafe because it is popular with Moroccan and 
foreign tourists." 

Investigators found.the suspects learned how to make the bombs pn the Internet and "were absorbed by 
jihadist ideology/" with "allegiance to al-Qaeda, and had already made several attempts to join some of the 
.Is^pti^d^o&tengi^^r.ljiciu^llng ."Chechriya^hd Iraq, before deciding to carry put their attack in Morocco. 

Immediately following the attack, King Mohammed VI called for respect for "the primacy of the rule of law" 
and vowed that the bombing wouldn't ^ryillMdrrjeccJ^s loew pYcif^rrf ?of constitutional reforms, which he 

opposition nojed the .contrast. with. .the reaction following the 2003 Casablanca bombings that killed 45 
people, Wherf huhcfreds of ifefarra^f were arrested. - F 

The Moroccan American Center for jfpjftty (MAS5P) if.a non-prbfit^i^ar^ation whose principal mission is tri'fnTbrm 
opinion makers, government official^' intele^ted ^publics in the United States about political and social 
developments in Morocco and the role being played by the Kingdom of Morocco in broader strategic developments in 
North Africa, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. For more, please visit www.moroccanamericanpolicy.orQ 

This material is distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Morocco, zr. 

Additional information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. £1 S 
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